STON EASTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT STON EASTON VILLAGE HALL ON
THURSDAY 25th JUNE 2026 COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.

Present: Clirs Peter King (Chair), John Watts, Rick Fitzsimmons, Anne Huckle and
Julian Carver; also in attendance Alan Butcher (Clerk) and five members of the public.

2606/1 - Apologies for absence. Clir Tom Killen, Clirs Sam Phripp and Edric Hobbs.

2606/2 — Parish Council Vacancy. There had been no response to the advertisement of the
vacancy.
2606/3 - Declarations of Interest: No declarations were made.

2606/4 - Public Participation:

The Chairman will adjourn the meeting and allow a maximum of 15 minutes for
public participation on matters included on the agenda only.

i) Agenda matters. Members of the public outlined the current situation with Ston
Easton Village Hall following the recent AGM. Following changes in personnel, the
new committee had been denied access to bank accounts and, until this situation
was resolved, would have difficulty meeting regular financial commitments, See
2606/7 — Financial below.

It was reported that the footway to the Church had been marked up by Highways.

i) Report from Ward Councillors. Clir Phripp had sent an update on a number of
matters which are included in the minutes below.

2606/5 - Confirmation of the Minutes of previous meetings:

i) That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14t May 2026 be agreed as
a true record of the meeting. It was agreed that minute 2605/10e be amended to
confirm the agreement of a £70 budget for the purchase of paint for the Clapton
phone box. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record, all in
favour.

2606/6 - Parish Council Response to Planning Applications

i) 2026/0940/CLP - Application for a proposed lawful development certificate for
demolition of the existing stable building, carried out as a material operation
pursuant to planning permission reference 2025/0576/FUL. Land At 362243
151620 Old Gore Lane Emborough Wells Somerset.

i) 2026/1067/PAA - Prior Approval for a proposed change of use of agricultural
building to 1no. dwellinghouse (Class C3). Land At 363941 153861 Langleys Lane
Clapton Radstock Somerset.

Councillors had no comments on either of the above applications.

SINEA oot s 17" September 2026
Ston Easton Parish Council — Minutes of the PC Meeting 25" June 2026. Minutes page 2610



2606/7 - Financial:

i)

Confirmation of payments for:

a) Alan Butcher — Clerks expenses. £80.52, This was agreed and a cheque raised.

b) HMRC Tax payment. £69.60. This was agreed and a cheque raised.

c) Primrose GM - £159.16, This was agreed and a cheque raised.

d) Internal Audit fee £90.00. This was agreed and a cheque raised.

e) Purchase cost of paint for Clapton phone box. A budget of £70 had been agreed
at he last meeting.

f) Aninvoice had been submitted by P Clayton for paint used on the Ston Easton
phone box at £75.60. This was agreed and a cheque raised.

g) Arequest for funding from Ston Waston Get Active had been received. This
matter had been discussed earlier in the year and an amount of £1024 agreed
and included in the Parish Council budget for 2026/27. The amount of £1024
was agreed unanimously and a cheque raised.

h) Councillors discussed the financial situation of Ston Easton Village Hall following
the information given earlier in the meeting. It was agreed unanimously to offer
the village hall a donation of £500 to assist with the current difficulties and a
cheque was raised in that amount.

Village hall representatives thanked the Parish Council for their assistance and
advised that consideration to the return of all and part of the donation would
be considered when current financial difficulties had been resolved.

i) Agreement of audited accounts for 2025/6. These were agreed and signed by
the Chairman.

j)  Completion of AGAR Certificate of Exemption. This was duly completed and
signed.

k) Internal Audit Report. There were no adverse comments on the report which
was accepted with thanks.

[) Completion of Annual Governance Statement. This was duly completed noting
that section 10 was a matter of actions.

m) Completion of Annual Completion of Annual Accounting Summary. Yhis was
duly agreed. All necessary documents were signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

n) Electors Rights. This had been displayed on Notice Boards.

2606/8 - Parish Council Matters.

i)

Signed ..........

Somerset Council:

a) Somerset Council Highway Services update. The clerk outlined the process for
the Parish Council to take on devolved works.

b) Schedule of Parish highway and other works. This was still in hand,

c) LCN meetings; 6 July 2026. The agenda was awaited.

Matters Qutstanding from previous meetings:

a) Strap Lane illegal occupation. There had been no further developments on this
matter.

b) Greenditch Lane status, drainage and repairs. Clir Phripp had taken this up with
the officer concerned who was seeking special permission to carry up the
repairs.

....................................... 17" September 2026

Ston Easton Parish Council — Minutes of the PC Meeting 25" June 2026. Minutes page 2611



i)

vi)
vii)
viii)

ix)

Ston Easton A37 Highway and Traffic matters; meeting with Somerset to discuss all
matters. Cllr Fitzsimmons had spoken to Tessa Munt MP and a number of dates for
the meeting with Somerset had been advised. Clirs Killen and Fitzsimmons to
attend.

Strap/Stone Lane road closure and repairs. Clir Phripp had advised that the works
had been authorised by Somerset and was waiting on contractors.

Whitnell Corner closure proposals. This was to take place from 13™ July 2026 for 6
months.

Footpaths Report. Clir Huckle had nothing to report.

Ston Easton Village Hall update and financial matters. See minute 2605/7h above.
Parish Council website and email addresses. CliIr Fitzsimmons and the clerk were
considering various options.

Parish Fingerpost Signs. Clir Huckle reported a broken fingerpost arm. This was held
by Clir King awaiting welding.

2606/9 - Matters of Report

Cllr Huckle requested that the Somer Valley Enterprise Zone be reinstated on the
agenda.

The matter of the litter and fly tipping in the A37 layby was discussed and it was
agreed that signage should be placed and the use of CCTV considered.

The replacement notice board for Clapton required a budget of £350, this was
agreed subject to confirmation at the next meeting.

Clir Huckle advised that the “box bush” by the Clapton war memorial needed
removal, clerk to contact Primrose GM.

2606/10 - Date of Next Meeting.

Alan Butcher,
Parish Clerk,
13t July 2026

Parish Council Meeting - Thursday 17t September 2026 at Clapton Village Hall.

Meetings commence at 7.30pm

01749 870358;
ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com

Signed ............
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