STON EASTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT CLAPTON VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY
14" MAY 2026 COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.

Present: Clirs Tom Killen, Anne Huckle and Peter King; also in attendance Clir Sam Phripp,
Alan Butcher (Clerk) and three members of the public.

2605/1 - Apologies for absence. Clirs Fitzsimmons, Carver, Watts and Clir Edric Hobbs.

Clir Killen noted the recent resignation of Louise Fullbrook. Clerk to advertise
vacancy.

2605/2 - Election of Chairman: Proposed Clir Huckle, seconded Clir King that Clir Killen be elected,
All in favour.

2605/3 - Election of Vice Chairman: Proposed Clir Killen, seconded Clir Huckle that Clir King be
elected, all in favour.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman each signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

2605/4 — Confirmation of Proper Officer: Alan Butcher was duly confirmed.

2605/5 — Confirmation of Responsible Financial Officer: Alan Butcher was duly confirmed.

2605/6 - Declarations of Interest: No declarations were made.

2605/7 - Public Participation:

The Chairman will adjourn the meeting and allow a maximum of 15 minutes for public
participation on matters included on the agenda only. Agenda matters.

i) There was a discussion about publicising the defibrillator code more widely or leaving the
box unlocked. It was agreed not to make any changes.
The notice board at Old Down was reported to be in a poor state; it was agreed to replace
the Clapton notice board and to replace the Old Down board with the one from Clapton.
Clerk to advise costs.

i) Report from Ward Councillors. The Chairman welcomed Clir Phripp to the meeting and
congratulated him on his recent election. Clir Phripp noted that there was a general feeling
that Parish Councils were not well served by Somerset Council and he hoped to be able to
improve the situation. Clir Killen noted there were a number of matters a the Parish
Council agenda which were still unresolved after many months or years despite the Parish
Councils efforts.

2605/8 - Confirmation of the Minutes of previous meetings:

ii) That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17™ March 2026 be agreed as a
true record of the meeting. These were agreed, all in favour and signed by the Chairman.

2605/9 - Parish Council Response to Planning Applications

i) 2026/0642/LBC - Internal reconfiguration works, including removal of 2no. modern
staircases. External alterations include roof works, reinstatement of window and door
openings and extension of existing cornicing. Ston Easton Park Bristol Road Ston Easton
Radstock Somerset BA3 4DF

Signed ?L\/ ssssnmenns 457 June 2026

Ston Easton Parish Council — Minutes of the PC Meeting 14™" May 2026. Minutes page 2607



vi)

2026/0641/HSE - Reinstatement of window & door openings and roof alterations to
include new rooflight. Ston Easton Park Bristol Road Ston Easton Radstock Somerset BA3
4DF.

2026/0683/LBC - Works to existing boiler room and workshop building including removal
of existing metal ductwork, infilling of window openings & formation of new, internal
alterations & construction of new flat roof canopy. Ston Easton Park Bristol Road Ston
Easton Radstock Somerset BA3 4DF.

2026/0642/LBC - Internal reconfiguration works, including removal of 2no. modern
staircases. External alterations include roof works, reinstatement of window and door
openings and extension of existing cornicing. Ston Easton Park Bristol Road Ston Easton
Radstock Somerset BA3 4DF

Councillors had no comments on any of these applications and agreed unanimously to
support them.

External Lighting at Farrington Park. Clerk to write again to Enforcement about this
lighting.

It was noted that the promised repairs in Langleys Lane as a result of the tipping on the site
had not been carried out as promised. A representative of “Mad Swans” to be invited to
attend the next meeting.

Somer Valley Enterprise Zone and LDO. There was little further information on this, Clir
Killen advised Clir Phripp that the Parish Council was concerned about the impact of
increased volumes of traffic through Clapton which would arise as a result of these
proposals. The need for liaison between Somerset and B&NES was considered imperative
and this was one of the items outstanding with Somerset Council who had not responded
to the councils’ concerns.

2605/10 - Financial:

i)

g)

Confirmation of payments for:
a) Alan Butcher — Clerks expenses. £80.52. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
b) HMRC Tax payment. £139.20. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
€) SALC Subscription £260.93. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
d) Somerset Council Bin emptying invoices. £234.00. This was agreed and a cheque
raised. The clerk noted that these were invoices from 2024/5 which had been sent to
the wrong address. é 70 ﬁuvg : - E : QW& ‘
e) Purchase cost of paint for Clapton phone box. i i 5\“2%( 2
f) Draft accounts for 2025/6 unaudited. These were circulated.
Completion of AGAR Certificate of Exemption. This would be completed as part of the
AGAR process at the next meeting.

2605/11 - Parish Council Matters.

i)

ii)

Signed P

Somerset Council:

a) Somerset Council Highway Services update. Clerk to circulate information recently
received from Somerset.

b) Schedule of Parish highway and other works.

¢) LCN meetings; 6™ July 2026.

Matters Outstanding from previous meetings:

a) Strap Lane illegal occupation

b) Greenditch Lane status, drainage and repairs.
Clir Killen outlined the history of these matters for the benefit of Clir Phripp; clerk to
forward previous information to Clir Phripp.
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ii)

vi)
vii)

Ston Easton A37 Highway and Traffic matters; meeting with Somerset to discuss all
matters. A response to the councils letter and report had been received from Somerset,
Clir Fitzsimmons was contacting Tessa Munt MP about a meeting. It was noted that the
state of the A37 through Ston Easton was becoming dangerous with large potholes and
surface deterioration.

Strap/Stone Lane road closure and repairs. This was ongoing. A recent litter pick in the A37
layby had yielded many bins of rubbish which had eventually been collected by Somerset.
It was noted that fly tipping and rubbish continued to be a problem in this area.

Whitnell Corner closure proposals. It was noted that these works could start in June 2026
and that the impact on all surrounding lanes would be serious.

Parish Highways Strategy. To be removed from the agenda.

Footpaths Report. Clir Huckle gave the following report:

1. Terrace Wood. Thank you to Stone Easton park for clearing the right of way and to SC
Rights of Way Team (RoWT) for repairing the steps.

2. 5C RoWT visited New Whitchurch to request the farmer repairs stiles on CL19/ 18, they
also offered replacements and suggested the farmer apply for a footpath diversion so that
the path does not go through the farmyard.

3. Most but not all footpaths crossing Mad Swans have been signed posted by the owners.
Clir Huckle to liaise again with Mad Swans on outstanding signage.

4. 5C RoWT have been asked to contact BANESs to clear the small wooded area of CL19/20.
SALC training events. There were no takers for these events.

Clapton Village Hall update. Clir Huckle reported that the recent AGM had been successful
and new committee members and chairman had been elected.

Parish Council website and email addresses. The clerk was liaising with Clir Fitzsimmons on
the matter. He advised that an upgrade of the website to make it fully accessible could
entail an annual cost of £250.

2605/12 - Matters of Report:

i)
ii)

i)

The cost of refurbishing a parish fingerpost sign was discussed.
The large pothole by the piggery to be reported.

The continuing problem with litter in laybys was discussed.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.

2605/13 - Date of Next Meetings.

Alan Butcher,
Parish Clerk,
1% June 2026

01749 870358;

Parish Council Meeting - Thursday 25" June 2026 at Ston Easton Village Hall.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm

ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com

Signed ..........
Ston Easton Pa
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