STON EASTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT STON EASTON VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY
17" MARCH 2026 COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.
The meeting was be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting and started at 8.15pm

Present: Clirs Tom Killen (Chair), Rick Fitzsimmons, Peter King, John Watts, Anne Huckle
and Louise Fullbrook; also in attendance Alan Butcher (Clerk) and six members of
the public.

2603/1 - Apologies for absence. Clir Julian Carver.

2603/2 - Declarations of Interest:  No declarations were made.

2603/3 - Public Participation:

The Chairman will adjourn the meeting and allow a maximum of 15 minutes for
public participation on matters included on the agenda only.

i) Agenda matters. A number of matters were raised during the Annual Parish
Meeting which would be included in the appropriate minute below.

ii) Report from Ward Councillors. Clir Killen noted the recent and unexpected passing
of Clir Tony Robbins.

2603/4 - Confirmation of the Minutes of previous meetings:

i) That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29 January 2026 be
agreed as a true record of the meeting. This was so agreed and the minutes were
signed by the Chairman.

2603/5 - Parish Council Response to Planning Applications

i) No applications were received before the publication of this agenda.

ii) External Lighting at Farrington Park. Clir Huckle reported on a meeting on site
about footpaths when she had mentioned the problem with the lighting. She had
been advised that the lighting in place for the external courts was the original
lighting which had not been replaced. Clerk to send Clir Huckle a copy of the
planning conditions relating to the recent grant of planning permission.

iii) Somer Valley Enterprise Zone and LDO. Clir Killen reported that the land purchase
was proceeding very slowly. The need to keep the pressure on Somerset regarding
Langleys Lane was reiterated.

2603/6 - Financial:

i) Confirmation of payments for:
a) Alan Butcher — Clerks expenses. £77.72. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
b) HMRC Tax payment. £139.20. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
¢) Somerset Council Bin emptying - £101.40. This was agreed and a cheque raised.
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d) Parish Council Insurance renewal — Zurich £304.00. This was agreed and a
cheque raised.
The above payments were proposed Clir Killen, seconded Clir Watts; all in
favour.

e) Kit Primrose GM — quote for 2026/7 for war memorial grass and
hedge trimming £636.60. The quote was accepted, proposed Clir Huckle,
seconded ClIr Fitzsimmons all in favour.

f) Somerset Bin emptying quote for 2026/7 £405.60. The quote was accepted,
proposed Clir Huckle, seconded Clir Fitzsimmons all in favour.

2603/7 - Parish Council Matters.

i)

i)

Signed ...

Somerset Council:

a) Somerset Council Highway Services update.

b) Schedule of Parish highway and other works.

c) LCN meetings; 29'" April 2026. There had been little progress on any of these
matters.

Matters Outstanding from previous meetings:

a) Strap Lane illegal occupation. It was reported that Somerset were carrying out
rubbish and recycling collections from the site. Clir Hobbs to be advised and
requested to pursue the officers about the proposed previous actions which
had been documented but appeared not to have been actioned.

b) Greenditch Lane status, drainage and repairs. Clir Huckle had circulated
correspondence with Somerset about this issue. Whilst it appeared that
Somerset were aware of the situation and the need to change the status the
time scale for the action was not known. In the meantime to lane continued to
be a hazard for all users.

¢) Clapton Lane flooding. The had been resolved.

d) A37 surfacing and white lining. The situation with the road surface and footpath
remained unresolved. Potholes had been poorly and partly repaired and were
still causing a hazard to traffic and the debris was causing a problem for those
using the footpath, especially disabled users. Clerk to report again to Cllir Hobbs
and to write to the Highways manager and Council portfolio holder.

Ston Easton A37 Highway and Traffic matters and speed indicator devices. A
member of the public who operated the SID’s had prepared a report on traffic
speeds with and without the SID’s in place. This is attached to these minutes. There
was a discussion about the use of an auto speed camera to augment the SID’s. It
was agreed that this report should form part of the proposed submission to
Somerset. Thanks were given for the report.

Clir Fitzsimmons had prepared a comprehensive paper about the safety issues on
the A37 through Ston Easton.
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vi)
vii)

viii)
ix)

x)

xi)

xii)

This paper is attached to these minutes. He had met with Tessa Munt MP on the
A37 in Ston Easton and discussed many of the issues outlined in his report including
the lack of any reply to the letter sent by the Parish Council to Somerset Council
about highway safety for school children using the school bus in Ston Easton. She
had agreed to facilitate a meeting with all interested parties including Somerset
Highway managers and the portfolio holder; Clir Fitzsimmons to contact Tessa
Munt MP about this proposed meeting.

Strap/Stone Lane road closure and repairs. Cllr King reported that the lane
remained closed until the road repairs received the necessary licence for works to a
badger sett. This could take some time to obtain. Clir King noted that the area of
the repair had been marked out but only on one side of the road.

Whitnell Corner closure proposals. Concern was expressed about this long term
closure given the use of several unsuitable routes during the recent weeks closure.
Parish Highways Strategy. This to be included with the proposed A37 meeting.
Footpaths Report. Clir Huckle had prepared an annual report which is attached to
these minutes.

SALC training events. These had been circulated but there were no takers.
Consultation on Electoral Boundary changes. The final report confirmed the change
from Mendip to Chilcompton, this was likely to result in the reduction of councillors
serving the ward to one.

Proposed litter pick. This had been organised from 29t March 2026. In addition Clir
King was organising a litter clear out in the A37 layby.

Parish Council website and email addresses. The clerk and Clir Fitzsimmons had
discussed the need for changes to the Parish Council website to comply with
accessibility requirements. It was proposed to separate the Parish Council from the
main site. Further details to be discussed and a proposal prepared. The use of
personal email addresses was discussed as was the change of the domainto a

“ gov.uk” domain. These proposals were agreed, further details to be circulated in
due course.

Matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting.

The matter of the Green Street/A37 junction had been discussed and, in particular,
the poor visibility caused by a protruding hedge. It was also noted that there were
no signs indicating the junction.

2603/8 - Matters of Report:

i)

A number of potholes were discussed, these to be reported to Highways.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm

2603/9 - Date of Next Meetings.

Alan Butcher,
Parish Clerk,

Annual Parish Council Meeting - Thursday 14" May 2026 at Clapton Village Hall.
Please note change of date. Meetings commence at 7.30pm

26" March 2026
01749 870358; ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com

Signed ...

14 May 2026
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Road Safety and Speed Report for Ston Easton Parish Council 17 March 2026.

This brief report is to update the Parish Council on operation of the two Speed
Indicator Devices (SIDs) used in the village and to request that the PC approaches
Somerset Council Highways and Transport department to provide a new pole for the
SID used at the southem end of the village. ¥

From October 2025 to March 2026 | have carried out a series of 12 observations to
gauge traffic speeds passing the Community Speedwatch site ME4006 (opposite
Meadowview Cottage on the A37).

This was done to understand the impact of the SID on traffic speed under three
scenarios; (i) when the SID is switched off (as is frequently required by the
Highways & Transport department ) (i) when the SID is operating at the pole/site
identified by H&T and (jii) when the SID is operating on a pole/site closer to the start
of the 30 mph zone.

Four observations were made for each scenario with the timing of the observations
varied from 8.00 am through to 4.00pm. | used the Speed Monitor provided by Avon
and Somerset Constabulary through the Community Speedwatch Scheme. | did not
wear the CSW coats or “Hi-Viz” provided by the scheme as | wished to avoid driver
behaviour being altered by south-bound vehicles flashing a warning to north-bound
vehicles, which is a common occurrence. Vehicle details were not recorded, the
purpose was to monitor speeds and report to the PC.

During each observation (each lasting 30 minutes) | attempted to record the volume
of vehicles and the speed of each vehicle. | was unable to do this with complete
accuracy given the numbers passing and doing this single handedly. However, l
believe the data recorded is statistically significant. Speeds were tallied (29-31 mph,
32-34, etc) and the volume of vehicles varied from 184 to 246. The following data
was collated:

When SID is off, the average speed passing site ME4006 is 45-47mph.
When SID is on at original focation, average speed is 37-39mph.
When SID is closer to 30mph zone start, average speed is 32-34mph.

Based upon the above | request that the PC agrees to fund a new pole/site closer to
the start of the 30mph zone and asks H&T to install this in spring/summer2026.

Ashley Ayre



A37 issues — Ston Easton.

Southbound (from Bristol).

1. 30mph signage partially obscured. This appears to be permanent, due to absence of
maintenance.

2. Footway from Easton Court towards centre of village is unsafe for pedestrian use.

3. Junction with Green Street is dangerous for pedestrians and traffic. Details below.

4. Sharp bend is too narrow for passing lorries, but lacks warning signage. Vehicles regularly
mount the kerb and drive on footway to avoid jams.

5. Road badly subsided and surface severely broken up on approach to unsigned adverse
camber by church. Poor quality patches have failed, with subsequent re-patching also failed
or failing. .

6. Frequent overtaking in the 40mph zone, often commencing while still in the 30mph zone.

Northbound (from Shepton Mallet).

7. Frequent overtaking of vehicles in the 40mph zone approaching the 30mph zone.

8. Poor white line alignment and lack of separation markings between church and houses, with
no warning of the adverse camber. Vehicles drift wide on both bends, and there is a long
history of vehicles losing control in this section.

9. Poorly located and inadequate signage for the narrow bend where lorries regularly get

jammed.

10. Junction with Green Street is not visible in this direction, and no signage.

11. No warning of the severity of the multiple downhill bends around Clare Hall. Multiple
collisions in this section, and lorries have overturned and shed their loads.

12. No footway to last few houses at northern edge of village.

Specific issues at Green Street junction.

n 13. Junction is unsigned from both directions, and not visible to northbound traffic.

14. Regular overtaking by southbound vehicles, presumably unaware of dangerous junction.

15. Sight-line from junction towards south is obscured, which makes pulling out hazardous for
vehicles. Crossing the road here (west to east) is especially dangerous for pedestrians, who
must step into the carriageway 1o have a clear view of oncoming traffic.

16. No dropped curb for wheelchairs or pushchairs to cross. This is adjacent to a care home, and
both primary and secondary school buses drop-off & pick-up here. There is no footway on
the west side, so no option to cross elsewhere.

Specific issues for school bus users.

Primary school children are generally accompanied by parents Or Carers, but crossing the road at
Green Street is still hazardous, especially when using a pushchair for younger siblings. There has
been at least one instance of a pushchair tipping over while mounting the curb as a speeding car
approached from the blind bend. The bus also drops off (and presumably picks up) in Hay Street, by

the church.

Secondary school children are picked up and dropped off in two locations: Green Street junction,
and the church. The lay-by opposite the church (morning pick-up) has no footway in either



direction, so is only accessible by crossing the main road from the church. Children on the other
side of the road have to cross twice: cross first to access the footway to the church, then cross again
to the lay-by. Traffic regularly speeds through this section, and there is no signage to alert drivers to
the possibility of children crossing. The issues at the junction with Green Street have been
addressed above.

General speeding issues.

Speeding (and overtaking) continue to be a problem through the village. The extended 30mph zones
have helped to an extent, but are regularly ignored by drivers, especially at the south end. Funding
was obtained for two temporary (portable) SIDs, operated and maintained by the Community
Speedwatch team, but regulations dictate that these cannot be left active for extended periods — or
risk removal by Somerset Highways. The CSW team have records of average vehicle speeds at the
south end of the village, both with and without a SID in use. Without a SID, avg. speed in the
30mph zone was 45-47mph.

Recommendation.

Arrange a formal visit by Traffic & Highways department to assess the current issues, and consider
remedies based on local experience rather than “recorded” incidents (which appear to be lacking).

Specific improvements might include:

* Permanent SIDs to reduce speed, and VASs on approach to hazardous bends.

¢ Changes to junction at Green Street to improve safety, both for vehicles and especially for
pedestrians. Serious consideration should be given to providing a safe pedestrian crossing in
this area.

* Double white lines and/or lane separation markings through sections where dangerous
overtaking regularly occurs.

R C Fitzsimmons
27 February 2026



ﬁ Gmail Alan Butcher <ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com>

Footpath Report
Anne Huckle <amhuckle92@gmail.com> 26 March 2026 at 14:08

To: Alan Butcher <ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com>

Alan,

Below is the Annual Footpath Report presented at the meeting and forward to the
Somerset Rights of Way Team.

Overview: In terms of rights of way in the Parish we are lucky and the majority are in
reasonable condition and can be kept accessible with regular pruning. However,

~ there are a few ongoing issues which | have highlighted below with detail of the action
in hand or where Somerset Rights of Way Team assistance would be helpful to ensure
both accessibility and keeping the public safe.

1 Terrace Wood CL19/3 Neglect and several storms over the past few years make
access to the path through the woods very precarious. If Somerset (perhaps working
with the Ramblers) could clear the path through the woods then Karen and | should be
able to keep on top of it for a good few years . But it does first need some serious
clearing. To loose this public right of way through this part of the Parish network would
be a historical loss and exceptionally disappointing.

2 Lower Hay Street CL19/5/1 Issue 6564/2The issue has been outstanding for many
years without safe resolution. Cattle continue to create a danger on this steep, narrow,
winding, rocky, part stream bed right of way, particularly since there is often no way of
knowing if the the cattle are on path until walkers come face to face with them with no
options to safely pass or get off the path. A nasty accident waiting to happen,
especially now holiday accommodation is being built on adjoining land. Any dialogue
you can have with the landowner 1o help make this right of way safer for both the
public and the livestock would be appreciated.

3 New Whitchurch Farm CL 19/8 Access across this path remains an issue as does
the poor state of the gates/stiles and loose dogs. It would be helpful if Somerset would
engage with the land owner to enable the public a safe right of access when using this
path.

4 Strap Lane CL19/26 Bridleway which Somerset clear annually. | assume this will
continue to be annually cleared by Somerset.

5. CL19/15 and CL5/22 | have not walked these paths in the last year but will do so
when the weather dries up.

6 Mad Swans/Farrington Gurney Golf Course. This land is under new ownership
with work taking place to redesign the golf course, paddie and pickie courts have been
built, and a number of holiday lodges are being erected. There are a number of



direction, so is only accessible by crossing the main road from the church. Children on the other
side of the road have to cross twice: cross first to access the footway to the church, then cross again
to the lay-by. Traffic regularly speeds through this section, and there is no signage to alert drivers to
the possibility of children crossing. The issues at the junction with Green Street have been
addressed above.

General speeding issues.

Speeding (and overtaking) continue to be a problem through the village. The extended 30mph zones
have helped to an extent, but are regularly ignored by drivers, especially at the south end. Funding
was obtained for two temporary (portable) SIDs, operated and maintained by the Community
Speedwatch team, but regulations dictate that these cannot be left active for extended periods — or
risk removal by Somerset Highways. The CSW team have records of average vehicle speeds at the
south end of the village, both with and without a SID in use. Without a SID, avg. speed in the
30mph zone was 45-47mph.

Recommendation.

Arrange a formal visit by Traffic & Highways department to assess the current issues, and consider
remedies based on local experience rather than “recorded” incidents (which appear to be lacking).

Specific improvements might include:

Permanent SIDs to reduce speed, and VASs on approach to hazardous bends.

 Changes to junction at Green Street to improve safety, both for vehicles and especially for
pedestrians. Serious consideration should be given to providing a safe pedestrian crossing in
this area.

*  Double white lines and/or lane separation markings through sections where dangerous
overtaking regularly occurs.

R C Fitzsimmons
27 February 2026



