STON EASTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT CLAPTON VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 29*"
JANUARY 2026 COMMENCING AT 7.30pm.
The Parish Council meeting scheduled for 15% January 2026 did not take place.

Present: Clirs Tom Killen (Chair), Rick Fitzsimmons, Peter King;
also in attendance Clir Edric Hobbs, John Watts and Alan Butcher (Clerk).

2601R/1 - Apologies for absence. Clir Huckle, Clir Fullbrook, Clir Julian Carver.

2601R/2 - Casual Vacancy on the Parish Council

Co-option of one councillor onto the Parish Council to fill a casual vacancy following the
resignation of Cllr Davies. John Watts was proposed by Clir King and seconded by Clir
Killen. He was elected unanimously onto the Parish Council.

2601R/3 - Declarations of Interest: No declarations were made.

2601R/4 - Public Participation:

The Chairman will adjourn the meeting and allow a maximum of 15 minutes for public
participation on matters included on the agenda only. No members of the public were
present.

i) Report from Ward Councillors. Clir Hobhs gave a summary of the outstanding items raised
in previous meetings:
Greenditch Lane — the drains were to be cleared; there was no news on the change of
status of the lane.
The flooding in Claptan Road had been reported again but was deemed low priority as no
properties were affected.
The dangerous pothole on the A37 near the church had been repaired although the
permanency of the repair was questioned.
Strap/Stone Lane — there was no further action on the illegal occupation.
Stone Lane closure — Clir King noted that, after many weeks, the road closure signs had
been removed without the repairs being undertaken. He gquestioned the cost of this
lengthy and ineffective road closure.
Clir King had reported the continuing fly tipping in the layby on the A37 and asked Cllr
Hobbs to take this up with Somerset Council. There were many rats in the layby as a result
of grain lorries sweeping out any remaining grain after deliveries as well as litter deposited
by ather lorry drivers using the layby for breaks.
Clir Fitzsimmons raised the matter of the outstanding response to the letter sent to
Somerset Traffic Safety regarding the danger to school children on the A37 when boarding
and alighting from the school bus. Clir Hobbs to take this up again in Taunton.
Cllr Hobbs then left the meeting.

2601R/5 - Confirmation of the Minutes of previous meetings:

i) That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20" November 2025 be agreed as
a true record of the meeting. These were so approved and signed by the Chairman.
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2601R/6 - Parish Council Response to Planning Applications

i)

iii)

2026/0012/AGE - The infilling of a depression within the field using inert material (stone,
sub soil and top soil) Why necessary for agriculture: This area of the field has a depression
in it which is not suitable for farm machinery to travel across and therefore it cannot be
managed farmed to the benefit of this established farming business. This results in the loss
of crop production and this affects the farm's profitability. The area is not suitable for
grazing cattle or sheep, with this filling process this area will be restored to agricultural
use. Why designed for agriculture: The area of the field has a depression in it and it cannot
be accessed by farm machinery as it isn't safe to travel across. This filling process will allow
this area to be farmed safely and thus creating a safe working environment for the farm
staff. It will also allow sheep and cattle to graze it and this will improve the animal welfare
and reduce the loss of life should an animal get stuck. Land Centred Coordinates 362360
155098 Rush Hill Ston Easton Wells Somerset. Councillors had no comments on this
application and voted unanimously to support the application.

External Lighting at Farrington Park. The clerk to write again to Somerset.

Somer Valley Enterprise Zone and LDO. There was no further information on the matter
and no indication of any officer from Somerset who might be aware of these proposals.

2601R/6 - Financial:

i)

Confirmation of payments for:
a) Alan Butcher — Clerks expenses. £63.02
b) HMRC Tax payment. £139.20
c) New Leaf invoice for tree works £650.00.
Proposed Clir Killen, seconded Clir King that these payments be approved.

d) Get Active request for funding — information received. The clerk confirmed that the
documents received confirmed the operation of the organisation which was
acceptable to the Parish Council. A sum of money had been included in the budget for
2026/7 as a sec 137 donation to Get Active to allow them to continue with their
activities. Emails had been received from a member of the public raising certain issues
with Get Active. The clerk had not responded to these as they raised issues not
affecting the Parish Council. Copies of the emails to be circulated to councillors.

e) Interim Accounts to 31/12/2025. These had been circulated and were approved, a
bank reconciliation was signed by Clir Watts.

f) Agreement of Budget for 2026/27 and setting of Precept. The clerk had circulated an
updated budget for 2026/7 with the precept increased by 3.57% to £14,500. It was
proposed Clir Killen, seconded Clir Fitzsimmons that the budget be agreed and the
precept set at £14,500.

2601R/7 - Parish Council Matters.

i)

Somerset Council:
a) Somerset Council Highway Services update.
b) Schedule of Parish highway and other works.
c) LCN meetings; 26™ January and 29 April 2026.
No councillor had been able to attend the LCN meeting.
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Xi)
Xii)

Matters Qutstanding from previous meetings:
a) Strap Lane illegal occupation
b) Greenditch Lane status, drainage and repairs
c) Clapton Lane flooding
d) A37 surfacing and white lining
See /4i above.

Ston Easton A37 Highway and Traffic matters, speed indicator devices and footway
clearance. Regarding the footpath, the clerk reported that Keir were no longer offering
these services; a local contractor to be located to do this work.

Strap/Stone Lane road closure and repairs. See /4i above.

Whitnell Corner closure proposals. These was a discussion about the possible knock effects
of the proposed six month closure to local lanes and routes.

Parish Highways Strategy. No action on this matter.

Footpaths Report. Clir Huckle was away.

SALC training events. There were no takers for these events.

Consultation on Charitable Collections policy. No comments were made.

Consultation on Electoral Boundary changes. These proposals would reduce the size of
constituencies with Ston Easton becoming part of a new constituency named Chilcompton.
Abandoned cars. These had heen moved.

Proposed litter pick. Clirs King and Watts to organise a litter pick shortly. A village litter pick
was proposed for 29" March 2026.

2601R/8 - Matters of Report

There was a short discussion about the Ston Easton playing field and the need to retain the
space for possible future sporting use.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.55pm

2601R/9 - Date of Next Meetings.

Alan Butcher,
Parish Clerk,

Clir Fitzsimmons advised that Ston Easton Village Hall now had a booking on Thursdays.
The hall was available on the third Wednesday of each month.

Parish Council Meeting Wednesday 18" March 2026 at Ston Easton Village Hall.
The Annual Parish Meeting would be held at 7pm before the PC meeting.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm

11" February 2026

01749 870358;

ston.easton.clerk@gmail.com
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